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1
MOBILE CART

BACKGROUND

Businesses often provide samples to customers free of
cost so that the customer may try merchandise before
committing to a purchase. For example, a free sample can be
a portion of food or other product, such as beauty products,
that are given to a customer in a shopping mall, a super-
market or other type of retail store. One way to distribute the
free sample is from a cart that is located in customer traffic
or other highly visible location.

The discussion above is merely provided for general
background information and is not intended to be used as an
aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

SUMMARY

A mobile cart advertises, displays and provides product
samples to customers. The mobile cart includes a cabinet
supported by a plurality of wheels, a countertop located on
top of the cabinet, an upper trim assembly completely
surrounding an upper portion of the cabinet and being
spaced apart from the cabinet by a space, a lower trim
assembly at least partially surrounding a lower portion of the
cabinet and being spaced apart from the cabinet by a space
and a marketing sign held to a front panel of the cabinet. The
upper edge of the marketing sign is located in the space
between a front member of the upper trim assembly and a
front panel of the cabinet. The lower edge of the marketing
sign is located in the space between a front member of the
lower trim assembly and the front panel of the cabinet.

A mobile cart includes a housing with a front, a back, a
bottom, a top, a first side and an opposing second side. A set
of wheels are coupled to the bottom of the housing. A frame
assembly surrounds an upper portion of the housing includ-
ing upper portions of the front, the back, the first side and the
opposing second side of the housing. An upper edge of the
frame assembly is in alignment with a top surface of the top
of'the housing. The frame assembly includes a front member
spaced apart from the front of the housing, a back member
spaced apart from the back of the housing, a first side
member spaced apart from the first side of the housing by a
space and coupling the front member to the back member of
the frame assembly and a second side member spaced apart
from the second side of the housing by a space and coupling
the front member to the back member of the frame assembly.
The space between the first side member of the frame
assembly and the first side of the housing is greater than the
space between the second side member of the frame assem-
bly and the second side of the housing. The first side member
of the frame assembly comprises a handle for moving the
mobile cart to a desired location.

A method of deploying a mobile cart includes attaching a
marketing sign to a front panel of a cabinet that supports a
countertop and is supported by a plurality of wheels. An
upper edge of the marketing sign is located in a space
between a front member of an upper trim assembly and the
front panel of the cabinet and the lower edge of the mar-
keting sign is located in a space between a front member of
a lower trim assembly and the front panel of the cabinet. The
method further includes moving the cabinet to a desired
location in a retail store to serve product samples to cus-
tomers using a side member of the upper trim assembly that
is spaced apart from a side panel of the cabinet as a handle.
The space between the side member of the upper trim
assembly and the side panel of the cabinet is greater than the
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2

space between the front member of the upper trim assembly
and the front panel of the cabinet.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter. The
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any or all disadvantages noted in the background.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a mobile cart
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a back perspective view of the mobile cart
illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the mobile cart illustrated
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a front view of the mobile cart illustrated in FIG.
1.

FIG. 5 is a back view of the mobile cart illustrated in FIG.
1.

FIG. 6 is a right side view of the mobile cart illustrated in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a left side view of the mobile cart illustrated in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a top view of the mobile cart illustrated in FIG.
1.

FIG. 9 is a bottom view of the mobile cart illustrated in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 is a partial enlarged view of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a section view of the mobile cart taken through
the line indicated in FIG. 5.

FIG. 12 is a section view of the mobile cart taken through
the line indicated in FIG. 7.

FIG. 13 is a partial enlarged view of FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 is a front perspective view of the mobile cart of
FIG. 1 with a marketing sign exploded from a front of the
mobile cart.

FIGS. 15-18 are right side schematic views of the mobile
cart of FIG. 1 with the right side members of the upper trim
assembly and the lower trim assembly removed for purposes
of illustrating the placement of a marketing sign adjacent to
a front of the cabinet.

FIG. 19 is a front perspective view of the mobile cart of
FIG. 1. with the marketing sign placed adjacent to the front
of the mobile cart.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described below is a mobile cart that can be moved to a
desired location in a retail store or elsewhere and be used to
advertise, display and provide product samples to customers
as well as hold and store appliances and utensils for pre-
paring and providing product samples. The mobile cart
includes a cabinet supported on a plurality of wheels, a
countertop mounted to a top of the cabinet, an upper trim
assembly completely surrounding an upper portion of the
cabinet and a lower trim assembly at least partially sur-
rounding a lower portion of the cabinet.

The upper trim assembly includes four connected mem-
bers spaced apart from the cabinet and the countertop. A first
side member of the upper trim assembly is located on a first
side of the cabinet and is spaced further apart from the
cabinet and countertop than the remaining three members of
the upper trim assembly to provide a handle for moving the
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mobile cart to the desired location. The lower trim assembly
is also spaced apart from the cabinet. A marketing sign is
held against a front of the cabinet and its upper and lower
edges are hidden behind the upper trim assembly and the
lower trim assembly.

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a mobile cart 100,
FIG. 2 is a back perspective view of mobile cart 100 and
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of mobile cart 100 according to
one embodiment. A front view, a back view, a right side
view, a left side view, a top view and a bottom view of
mobile cart 100 are illustrated in FIGS. 4-9. FIG. 10
illustrates a partial enlarged view of FIG. 8. FIG. 11 illus-
trates a section view of mobile cart 100 taken through the
line indicated in FIG. 5 and FIG. 12 illustrates a section view
of mobile cart 100 taken through the line indicated in FIG.
7. FIG. 13 illustrates a partial enlarged view of FIG. 12.

Mobile cart 100 is made of a material, such as metal, that
provides sufficient strength for transporting utensils and
appliances stored in mobile cart 100. Mobile cart 100
includes a cabinet or housing 102, a countertop or top 104
located on top of cabinet 102 and a plurality of wheels 106a,
1065, 106¢ and 1064. Countertop 104 can be made of a solid
surface material, such as Corian® made by DuPont®.
Wheels 1064, 1065, 106¢ and 1064 are coupled to bottom or
bottom panel 116 and support cabinet 102, items placed in
cabinet 102 and countertop 104 and provide cart 100 with
mobility. Cabinet 102 includes a front or front panel 108, a
back, a first side or first side panel 112, an opposing second
side or second side panel 114 and a bottom or bottom panel
116. As illustrated in FIGS. 1-12, the back of cabinet 102
includes an upper cross bar 109 (FIGS. 3, 5, 11 and 12) and
at least one back panel 110a and 1105. The at least on back
panel 110a and 1105 are slidable door panels 110a and 1105
that are mounted to a bottom of upper cross bar 109 and to
bottom 116 on tracks. Door panels 110a and 1105 can be
made of a different type of material than the rest of cabinet
102 including, for example, plastic, wood or glass.

Countertop 104 includes a bottom surface 103 (FIGS. 11
and 12) coupled to tops of front panel 108, upper cross bar
109 on the back of cabinet 102, first side panel 112 and
second side panel 114. A front edge 105, a back edge 107,
a first side edge 111 and a second side edge 113 of countertop
104 do not extend outwardly from the outer surfaces of
cabinet 102. Rather, front edge 105 is in alignment with the
outer surface of front panel 108, back edge 107 is in
alignment with the outer surface of upper cross bar 109, first
side edge 111 is in alignment with the outer surface of first
side panel 112 and second side edge 113 is in alignment with
the outer surface of second side panel 114. Top surface 115
of countertop 104, however, extends above an upper edge
117 of an upper trim assembly 118 as clearly illustrated in
FIGS. 4-7 and FIGS. 11-12.

Upper trim assembly 118 completely surrounds an upper
portion of cabinet or housing 102 and, as illustrated in FIGS.
1-12, upper trim assembly 118 completely surrounds at least
a bottom portion of countertop 104 as shown in the section
views in FIGS. 11 and 12. More specifically, an upper
portion of cabinet 102 includes upper portions and upper
ends of front or front panel 108, upper cross bar 109 of the
back, first side panel 112 and opposing second side panel
114.

Upper trim assembly 118 includes a front member 126, a
back member 128, a first side member 130 and a second side
member 132. First side member 130 connects front member
126 to back member 128 on a first side of mobile cart 100.
Second side member 132 connects front member 126 to
back member 128 on a second side of mobile cart 100.

30

40

45

4

Upper trim assembly 118 is spaced apart from cabinet or
housing 102 and countertop 104. In particular, front member
126 is spaced apart from front panel 108 and a front edge of
countertop 104, back member 128 is spaced apart from
upper cross bar 109 of the back and a back edge of
countertop 104, first side member 130 is spaced apart from
first side panel 112 and a first side edge of countertop 104
and second side member 132 is spaced apart from second
side panel 114 and a second side edge of countertop 104.

As illustrated, not all of members 126, 128, 130 and 132
are separated from cabinet or housing 102 at spaces that are
substantially the same distance. While front member 126 is
spaced apart from front panel 108 and countertop 104, back
member 128 is spaced apart from upper cross bar 109 and
countertop 104 and second side member 132 is spaced apart
from second side panel 114 and countertop 104 by substan-
tially the same distance or space 119 (FIG. 10), first side
member 130 is spaced apart from first side panel 112 by a
space 123 (FIG. 8) that is greater than space 119. Space 123
allows first side member 130 to act as a handle for moving
the mobile cart to a desired location. In addition and as
illustrated in FIG. 10 and FIG. 12, front member 126, back
member 128 and second side member 132 are mounted to
cabinet or housing 102 by hardware 121. Hardware 121
allows front member 126, back member 128 and second side
member 132 to be spaced outwardly from the outer surface
of front panel 108, the outer surface of upper cross bar 109
and the outer surface of second side panel 114, but remain
rigidly connected to front panel 108, upper cross bar 109 and
second side panel 114. First side member 130 has no such
hardware. First side member 130 is cantilevered from front
member 126 and back member 128.

Mobile cart 100 further includes a lower trim assembly or
toe kick assembly. Lower trim assembly 120 at least par-
tially surrounds a lower portion of cabinet or housing 102
including lower portions and lower ends of front or front
panel 108, first side panel 112 and opposing second side
panel 114. Lower trim assembly 120 includes at least a front
member 136, at least one back member 138a and 1385, a
first side member 140 and a second side member 142. First
side member 140 connects front member 136 to back
member 1385 on a first side of mobile cart 100. Second side
member 142 connects front member 136 to back member
138a on a second side of mobile cart 100. Like upper trim
assembly 118, lower trim assembly 120 is also spaced apart
from cabinet or housing 102. In particular, front member 136
is spaced apart from the outer surface of front panel 108, first
side member 140 is spaced apart from the outer surface of
first side panel 112 and second side member 142 is spaced
apart from the outer surface of second side panel 114. Front
member 136, first side member 140 and second side member
142 are separated from cabinet or housing 102 by a space
139 (FIG. 13) and like upper trim assembly are connected to
front panel 108, first side panel 112 and second side panel
114 through hardware 141 (FIG. 13) similar to hardware
121. Space 139 is substantially similar to space 119. There-
fore, front member 136 of lower trim assembly 120 is spaced
apart from cabinet 102 by a space that is substantially similar
to the space that front member 126 of upper trim assembly
118 is spaced apart from cabinet 102. Likewise, second side
member 142 of lower trim assembly 120 is spaced apart
from cabinet 102 by space 139 that is substantially similar
to space 119 that second side member 132 of upper trim
assembly 118 is spaced apart from cabinet 102.

First side or first side panel 112 includes an aperture or
hole 144. Hole 144 extends between an inner surface 146 of
first side panel 112 and an outer surface 148 of first side
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panel 112. Hole 144 is located at least partially in horizontal
alignment with first side member 130 of upper trim assem-
bly 118 and receives electrical cord(s) from at least one
appliance that rests on top of countertop 104. The at least
one appliance prepares products to be sampled. A tray 150
is coupled to inner surface 146 of first side panel 112 and is
located below and proximal to hole 144. A power strip 152
is supported by tray 150 and has a plurality of outlets. A
power cord from the power strip extends through hole 172
in shelf 170 and hole 174 in bottom panel 116.

FIG. 14 illustrates a front perspective view of mobile cart
100 having a marketing sign 160 exploded from front panel
108. FIGS. 15-18 illustrate right side schematic views of
mobile cart 100 with the right side member 130 of upper
trim assembly 118 and right side member 140 of lower trim
assembly 120 removed for purposes of illustrating the
placement of marketing sign 160 adjacent to front 108 of
cabinet 102. FIG. 19 illustrates a front perspective view of
mobile cart 100 with marketing sign 160 mounted to, held
against or otherwise placed adjacent to front panel 108.

As illustrated in FIGS. 16-19, an upper edge 162 of
marketing sign 160 is located in space 119 between front
member 126 of upper trim assembly 118 and front panel
108. Lower edge 164 of marketing sign 160 is located in
space 139 between front member 136 of lower trim assem-
bly 120 and front panel 108. In one embodiment, a magnet
is located on a back side 161 of marketing sign 160 and
holds marketing sign 160 to the ferromagnetic material in
front panel 108 of cabinet 102. For example, the entire back
side 161 of marketing sign 160 can be covered in magnetic
material. In another embodiment and as illustrated in FIGS.
15-18, upper edge 162 is first flexed to be inserted in space
119 between front member 126 of upper trim assembly 118
and front panel 108. Second, lower edge 164 is flexed to be
inserted in space 139 between front member 136 of lower
trim assembly 120 and front panel 108. Therefore, upper
edge 162 of marketing sign 160 is held to front panel 108 of
cabinet 102 by residing between front member 126 and front
panel 108. Lower edge 164 of marketing sign 160 is held to
front panel 108 of cabinet 102 by residing between front
member 136 and front panel 108. Not other fasteners or
hardware are required.

Mobile cart 100 is deployed in a retail store or elsewhere
by attaching marketing sign 160 to cabinet 102. As discussed
above, marketing sign 160 is attached so that upper edge 162
is located in space 119 between front member 126 of upper
trim assembly 118 and front panel 108 and lower edge 164
is located in space 139 between front member 136 of lower
trim assembly 120 and front panel 108. Cabinet 102 is then
moved to a desired location in the retail store for serving
product samples to customers. Cabinet 102 is moved using
first side member 130 of upper trim assembly 118 that is
spaced apart from first side panel 112 of cabinet 102 by
space 123.

At the desired location, one or more appliances that are
stored on shelf 170 (FIGS. 3, 11 and 12) or on bottom panel
116 inside cabinet 102 are pulled out and set on top of
countertop 104. Each appliance includes an electrical cord.
The electrical cords are fed through or inserted through hole
144 in first side panel 112 and plugged into power strip 152
that is supported by tray 150. As previously discussed, tray
150 is mounted to or coupled to inner surface 146 of first
side panel 112. An electrical cord connects to power strip
152 and passes through opening 172 in shelf 170 and
opening 174 in bottom panel 116 and is plugged into an
outlet to provide electrical power to mobile cart 100.
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Although elements have been shown or described as
separate embodiments above, portions of each embodiment
may be combined with all or part of other embodiments
described above.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile cart comprising:

a cabinet supported by a plurality of wheels;

a countertop located on top of the cabinet;

an upper trim assembly completely surrounding an upper
portion of the cabinet and being spaced apart from the
cabinet, wherein the upper trim assembly includes a
front member, a back member, a first side member that
connects the front member to the back member and a
second side member that connects the front member to
the back member, the first side member of the upper
trim assembly is spaced apart from the cabinet by a
space that is greater than a space between the front
member of the upper trim assembly and the cabinet, a
space between the back member of the upper trim
assembly and the cabinet and a space between the
second side member of the upper trim assembly and the
cabinet;

a lower trim assembly at least partially surrounding a
lower portion of the cabinet and being spaced apart
from the cabinet by a space; and

a marketing sign held to a front panel of the cabinet,
wherein an upper edge of the marketing sign is located
in the space between the front member of the upper trim
assembly and a front panel of the cabinet and the lower
edge of the marketing sign is located in the space
between a front member of the lower trim assembly and
the front panel of the cabinet.

2. The mobile cart of claim 1, wherein the marketing sign
further comprises a magnet located on a back side of the
marketing sign that holds the marketing sign against the
front panel of the cabinet.

3. The mobile cart of claim 1, wherein the upper trim
assembly and the lower trim assembly are connected to the
cabinet by hardware that holds the upper trim assembly and
the lower trim assembly outwardly from outer surfaces of
the cabinet.

4. The mobile cart of claim 1, wherein the first side
member comprises a handle.

5. The mobile cart of claim 1, wherein the cabinet further
comprises the front panel, at least one back panel, a first side
panel and a second side panel, wherein the first side panel
comprises a hole that extends between an inner surface of
the first side panel and an outer surface of the first side panel,
the hole receives at least one electrical cord from at least one
appliance resting on top of the countertop.

6. The mobile cart of claim 5, wherein the hole is located
at least partially in alignment with the first side member of
the upper trim assembly.

7. The mobile cart of claim 5, further comprising:

a tray coupled to the inner surface of the first side panel

and being located below and proximal to the hole; and

a power strip supported by the tray and having a plurality
of power outlets.
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8. A mobile cart comprising:

a housing including a front, a back, a bottom, a top, a first
side and an opposing second side;

a set of wheels coupled to the bottom of the housing;

a frame assembly that surrounds an upper portion of the
housing including upper portions of the front, the back,
the first side and the opposing second side of the
housing, wherein an upper edge of the frame assembly
is located below a top surface of the top of the housing
and the frame assembly comprises:

a front member spaced apart from the front of the
housing by a space;

a back member spaced apart from the back of the
housing by a space;

a first side member spaced apart from the first side of
the housing by a space and coupling the front mem-
ber to the back member of the frame assembly;

a second side member spaced apart from the second
side of the housing by a space and coupling the front
member to the back member of the frame assembly;

wherein the space between the first side member of the
frame assembly and the first side of the housing is
greater than the space between the second side member
of the frame assembly and the second side of the
housing; and

wherein the first side member of the frame assembly
comprises a handle for moving the mobile cart to a
desired location.

9. The mobile cart of claim 8, wherein the first side of the
housing comprises an aperture that is located proximal to the
top of the first side, the aperture being at least partially in
horizontal alignment with the handle and receiving electrical
cords from an appliance resting on the top of the cart frame.

10. The mobile cart of claim 8, further comprising:

a tray coupled to an inner surface of the first side of the
housing and being located below and proximal to the
aperture; and

a power strip supported by the tray and having a plurality
of power outlets.

11. The mobile cart of claim 8, further comprising a toe
kick assembly that at least partially surrounds a lower
portion of the housing including lower portions of the front,
the first side and the second side of the housing, the toe kick
assembly comprising:

a front member spaced apart from the front of the housing;

a first side member spaced apart from the first side of the
housing; and

a second side member spaced apart from the second side
of the housing.

12. The mobile cart of claim 11, wherein the front member

of' the toe kick assembly is spaced apart from the front of the
housing by a space that is substantially similar to the space
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that the front member of the frame assembly is spaced apart
from the front of the housing.

13. The mobile cart of claim 12, further comprising a sign
having an upper edge and a lower edge and being held
adjacent to an outer surface of the front of the housing,
wherein the upper edge of the sign is located in the space
between the front member of the frame assembly and the
front of the housing and the lower edge of the sign is located
in the space between the front member of the toe kick
assembly and the front of the housing.

14. The mobile cart of claim 13, wherein the sign is
magnetically held to the outer surface of the front of the
housing.

15. A mobile cart comprising:

a cabinet supported by a plurality of wheels and having a

front panel and a side panel;

a countertop located above the cabinet and supported by

the cabinet;
a lower trim assembly having a front member that is
separated from the front panel of the cabinet by a space;

an upper trim assembly having a front member and a side
member, wherein the front member is separated from
the front panel of the cabinet by a space and wherein
the side member is separated from the side panel of the
cabinet by a space that is greater than the space between
the front member of the upper trim assembly and the
front panel and the space between the front member of
the lower trim assembly and the front panel; and

a marketing sign placed adjacent to the front panel of the

cabinet, wherein an upper edge of the marketing sign is
located in the space between the front member of the
upper trim assembly and the front panel of the cabinet
and a lower edge of the marketing sign is located in the
space between a front member of the lower trim
assembly and the front panel of the cabinet.

16. The mobile cart of claim 15, further comprising a
power strip that is held on a tray that is coupled to an inner
surface of a panel of the cabinet, wherein a cord of an
appliance is inserted through an aperture in the panel that is
located above and proximal to the tray.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the marketing sign
is magnetically attached to the front panel of the cabinet.

18. The mobile cart of claim 15, wherein the upper trim
assembly and the lower trim assembly are connected to the
cabinet by hardware that holds the upper trim assembly and
the lower trim assembly outwardly from outer surfaces of
the cabinet to create the spaces.

19. The mobile cart of claim 15, wherein the side member
of the upper trim assembly comprises a handle for moving
the mobile cart.



